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COMMERCIALISM IN PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

All forms of commercialism and/or the use of proprietary information shall be prohibited from use
or reference in all American Society of Plumbing Engineers technical publications and convention,
technical symposia, and seminar programs, as well as chapter technical programs (with the
exception of paid-for advertising).

For purposes of ASPE publications and presentations, commercialism shall be defined to be the
use of, or inclusion of, any written, verbal, or visual materials or information that endorses,
recommends, or otherwise references, directly or by implication, any organization, product or
service that might be perceived to be for the promotion or commercial advantage of an
organization, product or service. The term organization shall include: companies, universities,
consulting firms, manufacturers, manufacturer representatives, contracting agencies, research
agencies (including industry-sponsored, for-profit and nonprofit research agencies), government
agencies and government-sponsored agencies.

PROHIBITED

e Prohibited illustrative and visual materials in publications and presentations include:
corporate names, specific or unique product names, copyrighted or trademark plumbing-
engineering or plumbing-manufacturing related names or identities, trade names, trade
associations, logos, commercial products and services (including computer programs and
other software) or any other readily recognized identifiers. References prohibited in the
body text of publications and presentations may appear in reference lists, bibliographies,
and footnotes only when such references are necessary to the understanding of technical
data and information (e.g., use of standards and materials in the public domain).

e No publication or presentation shall have any implication or inference of ASPE approval or
endorsement for any organization, product, or service.

e No written materials that include corporate names; specific or unique product names;
copyrighted or trademark plumbing-engineering or plumbing-manufacturing related names
or identities, trade names; logos or commercial products and services catalogs; or copies of
presentations or papers, or any portions thereof, recommendations; opinions or other
information may be handed out at the ASPE convention, technical symposia, or seminars
without the express, written prior consent of ASPE.

PERMITTED
e The use of corporate names, specific or unique product names, copyrighted or trademark
plumbing-engineering or plumbing-manufacturing related names or identities, trade
names, trade associations, logos, commercial products and services or any other readily
recognized identifiers shall be permitted in publications or presentations when such use
is of a historical nature, where named products or services are no longer available or
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manufactured, where the inclusion of the material is necessary for historical context, where
the use of proprietary material is presented to inform or educate and clearly identified as
to its useful limitations or the provided material represents a complete and exhaustive
record providing an essential and indispensable adjunct to the body of knowledge for
plumbing engineering and design.

e Specific references to government or plumbing-engineering related standards or codes
and ASPE technical information shall be permitted (e.g., the Uniform Plumbing Code and
National Plumbing Code).

e The name(s) of editor(s), author(s) and presenter(s) and the issue date(s) shall be
prominently listed or otherwise displayed in conjunction with the materials being
published or presented. Organization affiliation, and related logos may be permitted to
accompany the name listing, when such listings will not otherwise violate the ASPE policy
statement on commercialism, the final decision for which shall be subject to the sole
discretion of ASPE.

RIGHT TO REVIEW MATERIALS AND PRESENTATIONS

The ASPE Board of Directors, Education Committee, or Convention & Expo Committee shall have
the right to review all presentation materials and papers, prior to acceptance or use, to ensure
conformity with the ASPE policy statement on commercialism. Any material declared to be
unsuitable or objectionable shall be removed by the presenter from the presentation or
publication materials.

Furthermore, any moderator, speaker, or other presenter of material at an ASPE convention,
technical symposium or seminar may be interrupted during his or her presentation and asked to
modify or cease a presentation because of unacceptable or objectionable material.

RIGHT TO REFUSE PUBLICATION
ASPE reserves the right to refuse publication of any materials or to have certain materials
presented at its conventions, technical symposia, or seminars, at any time.

NO EXCEPTIONS
Exceptions to the above stated policy shall require the written approval of the ASPE Convention
or Technical Symposium Committee Chairperson with all such approvals ratified by the ASPE
Board of Directors.

AUTHOR OR SPEAKER AGREEMENT
| have read, understand, and agree to abide by the ASPE policy statement on commercialism.

Print Name Signature Date



